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A nesting female olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys
olivacea) was found on 23 September 1996 with exten-
sive tumor-like lesions at Playa La Flor Wildlife Refuge.
Rivas, Nicaragua, approximately 10 km north of the
Costa Rican border on the Pacific coast. Lawrence H.
Herbst (Institute for Animal Studies. Albert Einstein
College of Medicine. Bronx, NY) confirmed from photo-
graphs (Fig. 1) that the tumors were fibropapillomas.
This is the first record of fibropapilloma for an olive
ridley sea turtle in Nicaragua.

Fibropapillomas were first reported in green sea
turtles, (Chelonia mydas) over 50 years ago (Smith and
Coates. 1938), and the frequency of disease appears to be
increasing in many populations (Balazs. 1991: Balazs
and Pooley. 1991: Herbst. 1994: Herbst and Jacobson,
1995). In the past ten years, this disease has also been
reported in loggerhead (Caretia carerta). flatback
(Natator depressus) and olive ridley sea turtles (Herbst.
1994,

The female at Playa La Flor had extensive tumors on
her head, neck. throat. both front limbs near the carapace.
and around both eyes. resulting in an apparent partial

Figure 1. Nesting female Lepidochelvs olivacea with fibropapilloma
at Playa La Flor, Nicaragua.

impairment of vision. The largest tumors (two distinct
but connected masses) occurred on her right limb next to
the carapace and were each approximately 10-15 c¢cm in
diameter. Despite the tumors. the turtle nested success-
fully and appeared unencumbered. After discovering the
lesions, an informal survey of approximately 100 addi-
tional nesting turtles uncovered no additional cases. This
turtle was one of approximately 5600 turtles that nested
during the arribada (mass nesting) at Playa La Flor in
September.

On a subsequent arribada in December 1996, 496
turtles were examined for the presence of tumors.
Five individuals (1.01%) had tumors, four with sev-
eral small “marble” size tumors and one with a “tennis
ball™ sized tumor. All five of these turtles nested
successfully.

Lesions have previously been reported on olive
ridley turtles from both arribada nesting beaches on
the Pacific coast of Guanacaste. Costa Rica: Ballestero
and Segura (1994) documented cases at Ostional and
Herbst (1994) published a photograph taken by Pamela
Plotkin of an olive ridley with fibropapillomas at
Playa Nancite.

We will continue to monitor sea turtles at Playa La
Flor for papillomas, which will allow us to determine if
the disease is increasing in frequency in this nesting
population.
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